
The mission of the Social Service 

League is to support Tompkins 

County not-for-profit, human 

service organizations in their work 

to address the most significant 

community needs.   

History 

The Socia l  Serv ice League was founded 

in  1904 by members  o f  the Wi l l i ams,  

Wyckof f ,  Rothschi ld  and L ivermore 

fami l i es  to  prov ide support  to  local  

fami l i es  and to  respond to the needs of  

the growing immigrant  populat ion.  The  

League later  opened and operated a  

set t lement  house in  the c i ty ’s  Norths ide 

neighborhood  f rom 1925 –1931.   A 

second Norths ide set t lement  house 

opened in  1926 and operated in to the 

1960s .   With addi t ional  support  f rom 

the Uni ted Way,  a  ful l  roster  o f  

programs for  

chi ldren and 

adul ts  was 

of fe red:    

nursery  school ,  

Boys ’  and Gi r l s ’  

C lubs ,  many  

c lasses ,  and 

athlet ic  and socia l  events .   Another  

set t lement  house,  West  S ide  House 

near  the in let ,  opened in  1918 and 

prov ided socia l ,  educat ional  and 

recreat ional  fac i l i t i es  for  the 

neighborhood unt i l  1967.    

Proceeds f rom the sa le  o f  West  S ide 

House and Norths ide House formed the 

endowment  for  the current  Socia l  

Miss ion Serv i ce League.   Interest  on the 

endowment  i s  used for  annual  

grants  to  local  serv ice  agencies  for  

pro ject s  cons i s tent  wi th the  goals  of  

the or ig inal  League.  

Source :   I thaca ’s  Neighborhoods :   The Rhine,  
The Hi l l ,  and the Goose .  The DeWit t  His t or ica l  

Soc iety ,  1988.   

Grant H i story  

Since  1980 when the Human 

Serv i ces  Coal i t ion began prov iding 

support  to  the League ,  over  230 

grants  tota l ing more than $444,000 

have been made to  more than 90 

local  programs and agencies .   Over  

$1.45 mi l l ion was requested dur ing 

this  same per iod.   In  2010,  13 grants  

tota l ing $15,759 were  made to :  

Grant guidel ines  

 Grants are awarded annually in the 
spring. 

 Grant requests may not exceed 
$5,000.  (In 2010 the average grant 
was $1,212.) 

 Grants will be awarded for 
programs or projects that do not 
require ongoing support from the 
League.  Grants may be awarded 
for one-time events and for 
initiatives that an agency’s current 
funding cannot support. 

 Grants are not typically awarded to 
support capital fund drives, deficits, 
individuals, or regular operating 
expenses.  
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Tompkins County SPCA 

 

 

West Side House 

Tompkins Community 

Action 
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Tompkins County  

Donations will be added to the 

endowment to enhance our ability to 

meet the ever increasing need for funds in 

the human service community.  Gifts  will 

improve the League's capacity to make 

allocations to a wide range of well-

qualified and deserving recipients who 

might not have other funding sources 

readily available.  As a 501 (c) 3 tax 

exempt organization under the laws of 

New York State, all donations to the 

League are tax deductible. 

 

Our fund balance as of June 2010 was 

$278,912.  Growing the endowment is 

our goal.  

 

Our portfolio is currently managed by 

Bank of America and is diversified to 

include mutual funds, stocks and bonds.      

 

Gifts  to the  

League  

For information about making a gift in support of 

the Social Service League or   

submitting an application, contact  

Social Service League of Ithaca 

Nancy Burston 

c/o Human Services Coalition 

100 W. Seneca St., Ithaca, NY  14850 

Phone: 607-273-8686  Fax: 607-273-3002 

E-mail: nburston@hsctc.org 

www.hsctc.org  
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(Left) 2010 SSL Grant 

Awards Ceremony 

(Right) Technology 
upgrade at Southside 

Community Center  

(2006) 
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PAST grants  included :   

2010 SSL 
Grant Recipients 


